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3rd Quarter Project:  Lewis & Clark   

and the Corps of Discovery 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Historical Context 
 

Thomas Jefferson purchased the Louisiana Territory in 1803 from France.  This land purchase 
doubled the size of the United States.  However, the land needed to be mapped and explored before 
future settlement could occur.  Jefferson chooses Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to lead an 
expedition into this new territory.  Lewis and Clark kept detailed journal accounts of the expedition. 
 

Directions 
 

Your job is to present various topics of information about Lewis and Clark’s expedition.  Choose one 
of the following options: 
  

Option #1:  Performance 

Option #2:  Scrapbook  

Option #3:  Tri-fold board 

 

Topic Requirements 
 

Each option must include the following topics: 
 

1. Goals of the expedition 
2. Preparation/supplies  
3. People involved/members of the expedition 
4. Geography  
5. Native American interaction 
6. Plants 
7. Animals 

 

Due Tuesday, March 19th, 2019 



Research 
 
All students will be given class time for research.  However, you will need to devote time at home for 
research as well.   
 

Grading 
 
Your project will be graded on the following criteria: 
 

 Historical Accuracy 

 

 Effort 

 

 Creativity 

 

 Requirements 

 
 

Project Options 
 

Option #1:  PERFORMANCE (working alone or with a partner) 
 

Create a 5-minute (minimum) performance about the Lewis and Clark expedition.  This can take the 
form of a skit, “TV show,” or any other creative and entertaining method to tell the class about the 
expedition.  Your performance must meet the following requirements: 
 

 You must address all seven topic requirements with detailed, relevant and historically accurate 
information. 

 You must use props, set design, and/or other visual aids to make your performance “come to 
life”   

 If working with a partner, both people should have a fairly equal part in the performance. 

 You must project your voice audibly and clearly, make consistent eye contact, and make sure 
your performance is smooth and can be easily followed.  Prepare and rehearse! 

 This can be recorded* OR performed in person in front of the class. 
 

*If you record it, you must make sure ahead of time that you are able to play it on the classroom’s computer.  We recommend that 
you upload it to YouTube to make this easier.  On March 19th, if your recorded performance does not play on the classroom’s 
computer, the assignment is late. 

 

Option #2:  SCRAPBOOK (working alone or with a partner) 
 

Create a scrapbook about the Lewis and Clark expedition.  Your scrapbook must meet the following 
requirements: 
 

 You must have a cover page 

 You must address all seven topic requirements with detailed, relevant and historically accurate 
information.  A minimum of SIX sentences are required for each topic.  You must include a 
topic and closing sentence for each paragraph. 

 You must include at least 8 visuals (one for the cover and one for each of the topic 
requirements) 

 All pages must be neat, colorful, visually appealing and show good use of space. 



SIGNATURE: 
 

We understand the above requirements. We realize that this assignment counts as 20% of the 3rd Quarter grade 
and is due on Tuesday, March 19th.  Five points will be deducted for each day late.  
 

 
 

Student Signature: ____________________________________________   Date:  ______________ 
 
 
Parent Signature: ____________________________________________   Date:  _______________ 

Option #3:  TRI-FOLD BOARD (working alone or with a partner) 
 
Create a tri-fold board about the Lewis and Clark expedition.  Your board must meet the following 
requirements: 
 

 You must address all seven topic requirements with detailed, relevant and historically accurate 
information.  A minimum of SIX detailed, relevant and historically accurate sentences are 
required for each topic.  You must include a topic and closing sentence for each paragraph. 

 You must include at least 7 visuals (one for each of the topic requirements) 

 The board must be neat, colorful, visually appealing and show good use of space.   
 
 
 

What if… 
 

As the world is imperfect, there may be a number of reasons why your project might be late.  As a student, you 

are responsible to hand in your project on time.  One of the best ways to eliminate these problems is to 

actually plan to hand it in early!  When an LTA is late, it will automatically lose 5 points for every day of 

class it is late.  The following guidelines are to help with all possible causes of late projects. 

 

It is your responsibility to complete this project on time!  It is your responsibility to 

make sure you have the necessary equipment required to complete the project. 

 

 This project must be handed in at the beginning of class on March 19th, 2019  

 This project must be handed in on paper.  No emailed projects will be accepted, 

unless they are part of the performance option. 

 This project must be handed in IN COLOR to receive full credit 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


